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We, as well as M. Thiers, are for the moment only con-
cerned with the next six months; and for these six
months, and indeed for his whole lifetime, M. Thiers
cannot desire warlike complications, because in spite of
all his frivolity he cannot doubt that the first cannon
shot fired would put an end to his own Government.
What would happen afterwards is another question, the
decision of which would probably no longer lie in the
hands of the present President.

" It has become quite clear why Count Beust took
Paris on his way, while  every political consideration
should have induced him to avoid this city.    M. de
Remusat, speaking of his interview with Count Beust,
said to me: ( 11 a commence par dire le plus grand
Men du Comte Andrassy; il afini par en dire tout le
mal possible.'    Herr von Beust spoke of his own experi-
ences as if he himself did not rightly know why he had
been dismissed.    The first consequence of his dismissal
and of the idle talk to which it had given rise was that
it became necessary to lean much, more towards the Left
than would have been the case had he remained.    It
appears to me that the fallen Austrian statesman has in
general not made a very good impression here.    He is
thought to have  affected  too  much unconcern  with
regard to all those questions with which he was officially
connected.    I first learnt from Herr von  Beust  that
Prince Metternich, after all delicate hints had proved
fruitless, was recalled at the express desire of M. Thiers.
Nothing has yet been decided as to his successor ; and
Count Beust is of opinion that the appointment will be
postponed for some time, as a means of marking the
dissatisfaction felt at the course adopted towards Prince
Metternich.    The departure of Prince Metternich (whose
sole merit consisted in the possession of a singular sort